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Open World 2019

Russian Program Proposal
Theme:  Online and Blended Learning for Universities and Secondary Schools
Background Information
The demand for online and blended learning is growing and a new law requires the development of online education at all levels in Russian schools and universities. In the past few years many Russian educators have taken steps toward advancing distance learning. For example, many universities are using Moodle as their learning management system—a system that is difficult to manipulate and costly in terms of time spent setting up the modules. 

There is a great demand for expanding the range of virtual learning opportunities and the development of open educational resources in Russia. Though there are still some technical issues related to online education in Russia, the major problem is a lack of professional education at all levels and training in online teaching practices. Teachers need support on how to create/transfer their courses into online and blended formats, and on how to evaluate student performance. Since many teachers do not have experience taking online courses, they find that developing online courses is a difficult task where the lessons appear useful online, but issues emerge during the course, such as a lack of student motivation and engagement. 

These motivational and engagement issues can be addressed by U.S. experts in online and blended learning in a variety of locations: universities, secondary schools, and other organizations proving online education course for both adults and children. Experts in these educational situations have faced similar issues and have solved them using technological tools incorporated into the learning management system. In Russia, the tools are available through the internet, yet teachers have not been taught the relevance of the tools and how to use these tools to engage students.

A program focused on U.S. best practices in the area of online and blended learning, with emphasis on methodology and teaching applications, MOOCs, and online learning resources in order to increase student engagement, would be very helpful for Russian educators in the field. This program would equip the Russian professional educational community to better design and deliver online and blended courses.

Program Goals

· To experience the latest trends in online education, blended learning, and current teaching using mobile applications, MOOCs, OER, LMS, as well as resources designed to support teachers and students.

· To become familiar with best practices in online course management, major learning management systems, related social media, and the creation of blended learning environments 
· To understand the efforts of the U.S. federal, state and local governments, universities and colleges to increase access to information and educational opportunities, including creating massive open online courses, and  how to promote equal opportunities in education by providing opportunities for learners with special learning needs or simply with prohibitively long traveling distances or low economic status.

· To examine the role of public and private sector and partnerships in promoting online education.

· To explore opportunities to establish direct contacts with U.S. universities for collaborative courses in various areas. 

